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What is the role of a 
Radiation Protection Authority?

What role do we (want to) have?      

What role do people think we have ?



International Context

Euratom 35 & 36 + Recommendations

Bilateral agreements (e.g. ASN-FANC for Chooz)

Monitoring on Belgian territory of foreign installations
Exchange of information and data

Oslo-Paris (OSPAR) 

Protection of the marine environment of the North Sea and the N Atlantic Ocean 
Reporting releases (Nuclear, Medical and NORM) + monitoring of coastal area

IAEA Guidance



National Context

FANC has to estimate doses to the public of
environmental radioactivity (natural + artificial)
in planned, existing and emergency situations

→ Integrated approach

→ Graded approach

→ Source (releases) & Environmental Monitoring



Environmental Sampling Programme

2 laboratories
SCK CEN
IRE

2.5 M€/year

± 4500 samples
± 29000 analyses

Renewed every 4 years by
European public tender

Annual reports

https://fanc.fgov.be/nl/dossiers/radioactiviteit-het-leefmilieu/filosofie-van-radiologisch-toezicht-op-het-belgische


TELERAD – Early Warning Network

260 Stations

→ All dose rate
→ Some γ-spectrometry
→Water / Air / Aerosols

Surveillance

→ 10’ interval
→ 24/7 duty
→ All hourly data public:

www.telerad.be

http://www.telerad.be/


Emergency Preparedness and Response 
in Belgium

Missions :
• To increase the resilience of our society
• To organise emergency planning and crisis 

management at the national level
• To ensure active vigilance 

Mission :
• To protect the health of the population, workers 

and the environment against the danger of 
ionizing radiation. 

• monitors radioactivity throughout the territory
• provides technical assistance 
• organizes evaluation and measurement cells in emergencies.
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Monitoring in Emergencies

Essential for

→Risk assessment
→Risk communication
→Prioritisation
→…monitoring



So what about the war in Ukraine?

Potential local and 
regional impact is high

Potential impact for 
Belgium mostly limited 
to food & feed



National Response

• Crisis without an emergency

• « Nuclear » Crisis Cell
FANC + NCCN + relevant entities

• Contact with EP&R Partners

• SPOC FANC
Incident manager

• Informing operators

• Communication

• Telerad!



Telerad & FANC-websites

TRD

FANC

ChNPP ChNPPZNPP

Putin



International Response

IAEA
Leads international nuclear safety
and security response

ENSREG – HERCA – WENRA
Technical analysis and Support

IRSN, RIVM, BFS,..
Technical analysis and modelling.

EURDEP
European Monitoring Network
→ website

https://remon.jrc.ec.europa.eu/About/Rad-Data-Exchange


Communication

Contradictory information
Fake news / Propaganda 
→ Checking info difficult

Hypersensitivity about ‘nuclear’
Social media --> Media 
Very little initial fact checking

‘Armchair Experts’
Cfr. Covid-19

Panic reactions
a rush on iodine tablets as 
a response to Russian threats



Communication

• Crisis communication 
by the National Crisis Centre → www.info-ukraine.be

• Technical Communication by FANC
→ Information page
→ FANC Twitter
→ Experts on Twitter
→ Reactive and proactive 

communication in the media

http://www.info-ukraine.be/
https://fanc.fgov.be/nl/noodsituaties/belangrijke-gebeurtenissen-het-buitenland/situatie-oekraine


What is the role of a 
Radiation Protection Authority?



Bedankt!
Merci !


